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Lord, Grant Him Thy Peace: “A Song for Simeon” by T.S. Eliot Exploring the Bond between Text and Reader
Anna-Maria HATA The University of Tokyo

“We listen while we read,” Garrett Stewart suggests, proposing that reading engages both visual and auditory
faculties, intertwining text and sound. This concept is particularly compelling in the context of poetry, a medium
rooted in oral traditions where voice and melody have historically been central, much like prayer. But what, exactly,
do we listen to? This presentation explores the sound produced by the reader—our sound. Through an analysis of T.S.
Eliot’s “A Song for Simeon,” this study examines how the prosody of the text interacts with the reader, and how the
reader, in turn, engages with the prosody. It specifically analyzes the physical act of articulating sounds, focusing on
the movements of the tongue, lips, vocal cords, and other articulators that generate layers of sound patterns. This
analysis demonstrates how we, as readers, can connect with the murmured song of/for the aged Simeon, uncovering
deeper layers of meaning. Ultimately, it underscores the enduring significance of the multisensory bond between the
reader and the text. In today’s Al-driven era, where text is detached from our hands and read by a crisp voice, how

we listen while we read might reconnect us to the essence of reading poetry.
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Examining the Relationship Between Creative Thinking and Specific Types of L2 Speaking Performance

UEHARA Soshi Hiroshima University Undergraduate Student

Among the four skills, many L2 learners struggle with speaking in a foreign language the most in Japan. Previous
studies have revealed relationships between creativity and language production. However, there is a need to further
specify the precise variable relations between creative task performance and speaking skills indicated by discourse
markers and the number of words produced. Therefore, this study aims to clarify the relationship between divergent
and convergent thinking and L2 speaking performance by evaluating word utterances and hesitations during the
speaking process. Twenty university students majoring English language education, and 36 non-English major
university students participated in creativity tasks and speaking tasks. Results suggest that speakers with high
divergent thinking were likely to speak more during the speaking task. On the other hand, speakers who major English
language education tended to process their speech with less words during the argumentative tasks. These results
suggest that creativity may have an influence on specific types of speaking performance. This study aims to provide

a basis for understanding how creativity emerges in speaking tasks in English language education.
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Beliefs and Strategies in English Learning Among Japanese University Students

E HEW M LRERFEFAE S SUEB A ER

This study investigates Japanese university students' beliefs about language learning, with a focusing specifically on
English acquisition, aiming to understand their attitudes, confidence and motivations in English language acquisition
and explore how beliefs about language learning affect their English studies.

The study categorized learners’ beliefs into analytical learning beliefs such as breaking down grammar rules, focusing
on sentence structures, memorizing vocabulary, and analyzing linguistic patterns. In contrast, experiential learning
beliefs which reflect a preference for engaging in activities such as speaking practice and consuming English-
language media. The study also explored which beliefs students hold, which learning strategies they employ, how
confident they feel during English study, by using a questionnaire among 102 English learners in a regional national
university in Japan.

The results of the questionnaire are that analytical learning beliefs are the beliefs most learners hold. Students who
view language learning positively are more likely to hold experiential learning beliefs. This study also found that the
number of students who holds experiential learning beliefs but using analytical learning strategies are the most.
These findings highlight that EFL learners' beliefs influence their methods and outcomes, suggesting a need for
interactive, confidence-building programs and further research on motivation-belief relationships in language

acquisition.
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Bootstrapping: Its concepts and applications in statistical analysis
Hachiro Uchiyama Tokushima University

Hiroki Inoue Niigata University of Health and Welfare

In quantitative studies, statistics are essential for analyzing and interpreting associations in individual, social, and
natural phenomena. However, when the distribution of the dependent variable is unbalanced or unknown, the results
of statistical analysis can be unreliable or misleading. Bootstrapping, a resampling method based on simulations with
replacement, offers a robust solution to address these challenges particularly in data with unbalanced distributions or
unknown characteristics. This presentation covers the fundamentals of bootstrapping, including its historical

development, key concepts, and common applications, with a particular focus on its use in social science research.
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Shared Reading and Its Application in English Teaching in Japan
KUZE Kyoko Toyo University / The University of Liverpool

This study aims to introduce the Shared Reading (SR) project and discuss its application in English language teaching
in Japan. SR is a Liverpool-based initiative organised by The Reader, a UK national charity that uses the power of
literature and reading to transform lives within communities. Among its many significant purposes such as enhancing
wellbeing, this paper focuses on its potential for second or foreign language development. It begins by exploring the
role of SR for speakers of English as an additional language, drawing on data collected by the organisation. The paper
then examines the benefits, as well as any challenges, of SR based on notes taken by the researcher, who has
participated in several SR groups as a member. An autoethnographic approach is employed in this section to analyse
the perspectives of an English learner. Finally, the paper discusses the potential application of SR in English teaching
in Japan, concluding that SR holds promise for this context. The paper suggests that some practices can be effectively
adapted, while modifications may be necessary for implementation in school settings, particularly in relation to course

development, assignments, and learner evaluation.
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